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1 Introduction
2.4 GHz RF signal is strongly impacted by any obstacles within the RF path. Thus defining a range for a
Bluetooth device is more or less question of how to determine the range. For example a radio located in a
headset has much shorter range than a radio that is “floating” in free space because human head has an
impact on the RF field. A person usually doesn’t keep his head so that the antenna is pointing directly towards
the transmitter so occasionally the head is within the RF path and will attenuate the received RF signal.
To determine the range for WT32i, it was tested in an airfield using an A2DP connection between two
DKWT32i boards. The result does not guarantee practical range for real application. The result should be
considered as maximum theoretical range. In a practical application the range can be much shorter because
the orientation and height of the antenna can’t be controlled and also typically there are obstacles within the
RF path which will attenuate the signal significantly.
In practical application the range is impacted by:
•

Persons / obstacles moving close to the antenna. This is because of multipath propagation and will
have an impact even if the person is not in line of sight between the two radios.

•

Any obstacles within the RF path

•

PCB layout around the antenna

•

The shape of the PCB

•

The mechanical design of the end product

Because the range is impacted by many factors which are difficult to control, the practical range must be
tested with the end product and the application should not be design based on the maximum theoretical range
because the practical range will always be shorter.
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2 Test Setup
WT32i range was tested in an open airfield by creating an A2DP link between two DKWT32i boards and by
streaming music from one board to another. The setup is shown in Figure 1. The boards were at 1.2 meter
height from the ground. The range was determined at the distance where the audio quality was starting to
reduce significantly.

Range

DUT

DUT

H=1.2m

Figure 1: Range test setup for WT32i
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.1 Test Results DKWT32i vs DKWT32i
3

Range = 190 m

Figure 2: Range front to front direction

Range = 130 m

Figure 3: Range left to left direction

Range = 130 m

Figure 4: Range back to back direction

Range = 120 m

Figure 5: Range right to right direction
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3.2 Test results DKWT32i vs iPhone4 and DKWT32i vs Samsung S4
DKWT32i range against iPhone4 and Samsung S4 phones were tested with the setup shown in Figure 1 by
placing the phone 1.5 meter above ground.

iPhone4
Range = 170 m

Figure 6: DKWT32i vs iPhone

Samsung S4
Range = 180 m

Figure 7: DKWT32i vs Samsung S4
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3.3 Analysis
The radiation pattern of DKWT32i is shown in the Figure 8. The radiation patterns of DKWT32i can be found
in the datasheet of WT32i. The radiation patterns show the antenna attenuation -3 dB in the front direction and
about -5…-10 dB in left and right side and back directions.
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-10 dB
-15 dB
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Figure 8: Radiation pattern of WT32i
By taking into account the antenna attenuation the RF link budget becomes:
•

Front: 6 dBm (TXP) + 89 dBm (RX sensitivity) – 6 dB (antenna attenuation for both TX and RX) = 89
dB

•

Sides @ -5 dB attenuation: 6 dBm + 89 dBm – 10 dB = 85 dB

•

Sides @ 10 dB attenuation: 6 dBm + 89 dBm – 20 dB = 75 dB

The theoretical RF path loss in an open field is shown in the Figure 9. Reading from the figure the maximum
theoretical range for WT32i when the antennas are 1.1 meters above ground is:
•

Front: 200m

•

Side @ -5 dB antenna attenuation: 150m

•

Side @ -10 dB antenna attenuation: 80m

Thus the tested range is well in line with the theoretical range estimated based on the measured antenna
radiation pattern.
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Figure 9: RF path loss in an open field with antennas 1.2 meters above ground

3.4 Conclusions
The range of DKWT32i vs DKWT32i was tested in a controlled environment in an open field with antennas
located 1.1 meters above ground. The results were compared to theoretical range based on the measured TX
power, RX sensitivity and the antenna radiation pattern.
The measured range was well in line with the theoretical range and thus the range of DKWT32i can be
estimated accurately based on the given TX power, RX sensitivity and the antenna radiation pattern. Looking
at the radiation pattern shown in the Figure 8 and the other radiation pattern shown in the datasheet of WT32i,
one can see that the attenuation is less than 10 dB to almost any direction. Thus, in line of sight, 80 meter
range can be considered to be reliable to any direction.

Silicon Labs
Page 10 of 11

Simplicity Studio
One-click access to MCU and
wireless tools, documentation,
software, source code libraries &
more. Available for Windows,
Mac and Linux!

IoT Portfolio
www.silabs.com/IoT

SW/HW

Quality

Support and Community

www.silabs.com/simplicity

www.silabs.com/quality

community.silabs.com

Disclaimer
Silicon Laboratories intends to provide customers with the latest, accurate, and in-depth documentation of all peripherals and modules available for system and software implementers using
or intending to use the Silicon Laboratories products. Characterization data, available modules and peripherals, memory sizes and memory addresses refer to each specific device, and
"Typical" parameters provided can and do vary in different applications. Application examples described herein are for illustrative purposes only. Silicon Laboratories reserves the right to
make changes without further notice and limitation to product information, specifications, and descriptions herein, and does not give warranties as to the accuracy or completeness of the
included information. Silicon Laboratories shall have no liability for the consequences of use of the information supplied herein. This document does not imply or express copyright licenses
granted hereunder to design or fabricate any integrated circuits. The products are not designed or authorized to be used within any Life Support System without the specific written consent
of Silicon Laboratories. A "Life Support System" is any product or system intended to support or sustain life and/or health, which, if it fails, can be reasonably expected to result in significant
personal injury or death. Silicon Laboratories products are not designed or authorized for military applications. Silicon Laboratories products shall under no circumstances be used in
weapons of mass destruction including (but not limited to) nuclear, biological or chemical weapons, or missiles capable of delivering such weapons.
Trademark Information
Silicon Laboratories Inc.® , Silicon Laboratories®, Silicon Labs®, SiLabs® and the Silicon Labs logo®, Bluegiga®, Bluegiga Logo®, Clockbuilder®, CMEMS®, DSPLL®, EFM®, EFM32®,
EFR, Ember®, Energy Micro, Energy Micro logo and combinations thereof, "the world’s most energy friendly microcontrollers", Ember®, EZLink®, EZRadio®, EZRadioPRO®, Gecko®,
ISOmodem®, Precision32®, ProSLIC®, Simplicity Studio®, SiPHY®, Telegesis, the Telegesis Logo®, USBXpress® and others are trademarks or registered trademarks of Silicon Laboratories Inc. ARM, CORTEX, Cortex-M3 and THUMB are trademarks or registered trademarks of ARM Holdings. Keil is a registered trademark of ARM Limited. All other products or brand
names mentioned herein are trademarks of their respective holders.

Silicon Laboratories Inc.
400 West Cesar Chavez
Austin, TX 78701
USA

http://www.silabs.com

